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Magsaysay signs MOA for project
on exportable crop varieties

Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr,, (center, front row) signs MOA on the BAR-PARRFI project. Other
signatories include: BAR Dir. Nicomedes P. Eleazar (left) and PARRFI President Ramon V. Valmayor
(right). Witnessing the signing are (L-R): PARRFI Vice-President Versalynn Roa, Dr. Benito Vergara of
Mama Sita Foundation, Inc., BAR Accountant Roberto Quing Jr., BAR Planning Unit Head Joell H. Lales,
PARRFI Accountant Helen Amurao, and PARRFI Executive Assistant Marinela Anonas.
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en. Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr.

led in the singing of a

memorandum of agreement
(MOA) to support the project,
“Collection, evaluation, and utilization
of exportable agricultural products”
with the Department of Agriculture’s
Bureau of Agricultural Research (DA-
BAR) and the Philippine Agriculture
and Resources Research Foundation,
Inc. (PARRFI), 21 Nov. 2006, at the
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center, Roxas
Blvd., Pasay City.

Mr. Nicomedes P. Eleazar,

director, DA-BAR; Dr. Ramon V.

Valmayor, president, PARRFI, and
Senator Magsaysay are the signatories
of the MOA. Witnessing the signing
were Ms. Versalynn N. Roa, vice-
president, PARRFI; Dr. Benito S.
Vergara, Mama Sita Foundation, Inc.;
Mr. Roberto Quing Jr., accountant, DA-
BAR; Mr. Joell H. Lales, planning
officer, DA-BAR; Ms. Helen Amurao,
accountant, PARRFI; and Ms. Marinela
F. Anonas, executive assistant, Office of
Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr.

The five-year project aims to
collect outstanding new varieties of
selected crops developed in other

countries and those indigenous in the
Philippines. It will evaluate the new
varieties for adaptability and productivity
so it can provide stock materials for
large-scale production in the country. It is
expected that the introduction of selected
cultivars of fruit crops and anthurium
(cutflower) will contribute to the large-
scale agricultural production that would
cater to the export market.

PAARFI is a private corporation
that assists public and private institutions
engaged in research and development
(R&D) in agriculture, forestry, and
natural resources. DA-BAR is the
coordinating and funding agency
mandated by the government to plan,
monitor, and evaluate agriculture and
fisheries R&D. Senator Magsaysay, head
of the Congressional Oversight
Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries
Modernization (COCAFM), promotes
modernization and entrepreneurship in
agriculture and fisheries in the country.
(Miko Jazmine J. Mojica, DA-BAR)
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NEWS

ureau of Agricultural
Research (BAR) Assistant
Director Teodoro S. Solsoloy

attended the Expert Consultation on
Agricultural Innovations: Linking
Farmers to Market (LFM), 6-7
November 2006 at the National
Agricultural Science Center (NASC),
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research, New Delhi, India.

The two-day consultative
meeting was divided into five
sessions, namely: (1) Enabling Policy
Framework for Agricultural
Innovations to LFM; (2) Best
Practices of Agricultural Innovations
(Farmers, Institutions and
Entrepreneurs); (3) Donors’
Perspective on LFM: (4) Working
Group Discussions on LFM; and (5)
The Role of Emerging Technologies
(Biotechnology, ICT, Postharvest
Technology) in LFM.

Dr. Raj S. Paroda, executive
secretary, Asia-Pacific Association of
Agricultural Research Institutions
(APAARI), welcomed the participants.
In his speech, he stressed that “LFM is
the key for increasing income of poor
farmers in the Asia-Pacific region and
thereby alleviating poverty-being one
of the major goals of all developing
countries”. He added that postharvest
technologies and management lead to
tremendous opportunities for
increasing both on-farm and off-farm

incomes-linking farmers to the market.

In the opening remarks
delivered by Professor HPM
Gunasena, APAARI chairman, he
pointed out that “LFM would demand
greater R&D efforts in agriculture
linked to postharvest, agricultural
diversification around low-volume-
high-value crops or products, market
intelligence and ICT for knowledge
management and dissemination”.

During Session IV, Dr.

+Solsoloy served as co-chair for the

BAR Asst Dir Solsoloy attends

consultation on agri'l innovations

group on “Enabling Policy
Environment”. The group was
composed of the National Agricultural
Research System (NARS),
Consultative Group on Agricultural
Research Institutions (CGIAR), Food
and Agricultural Organization (FAQ),
International Federation of
Agricultural Producers (IFAP), non-
government organizations (NGOs),
donors, and other stakeholders.

The group was expected to
come-up with 3 critical policy issues
for retooling the NARS to address the
LFM. In the presentation of Dr.
Wilberforce Kisamba-Murgewa,
director, ISNAR-IFPRI Program, he
mentioned areas for transformation.
These include change in basic
objectives of R&D, public funding
constraints, brain drain and attrition,
need for impact orientation,
recognition of pluralistic systems,
enhancing smallholder
competitiveness and decline of funding
and service provision.

Policy implications
enumerated were: (1) policies related
to NARS internal efficiency and to
attitudinal and cultural changes at all
levels; (2) pluralism (networks and
partnerships); (3) national policies on
IPR, biotech and biosafety; (4)
standards and quality and
sustainability issues; (5) trade and
market infrastructures (communication
storage); (6) formation of
organizations and collective action;
and (7) regional approach and
information sharing.

The event was participated in
by stakeholders, namely; NARS,
Integrated Area Research Centers
(IARCs), Regional and Global Fora,
Global Forum on Agricultural
Research (GFAR), FAO, farmers’
organizations, NGOs, private sector,
donor representatives, and the youth.
(Ma. Eloisa E. Hernandez)
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‘agenda & programs for 2006-2010

T he Bureau of Agricultural
Research (BAR) through its
Planning Unit (PU) held a two-
day national consultation workshop with
its national partners to update the R&D
agenda and programs for 2006-2010 on
23-24 November 2006, Tagaytay City.

Specifically, the activity was
held to discuss problems and emerging
issues in the agriculture and fisheries
sector, focusing on major/important
commodities, prospects, and strategies
which R&D can address. The output of
the consultation workshop becomes the
basis of BAR in the preparation of a
demand-driven R&D agenda for the next
five years.

Opening the activity was BAR
Dir. Nicomedes P. Eleazar who
acknowledged the efforts of the different
sectors that attended the workshop in
coming up with a unified scheme in
prioritizing research. In essence, he
mentioned that a more relevant and
responsive agricultural research requires
strategic choices and strong partnerships
with other institutions. This can be done
with the sectoral representatives from the
agriculture and fisheries contributing to
the effort.

Among the sectors represented
during the activity include: plantation
crops, rice, corn, fruits and vegetables,
livestock and poultry, and fisheries and
aquatic resources. These sectors were
represented by Dr. Eugenio Alcala of the
Philippine Rubber Research Center
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(PhilRubber), Dr. Frisco Malabanan of the
GMA Rice Program, Dr. Jesus S. Binamira
of the GMA Corn Program, Ms. Jenny
Remoquillo of GMA High Value
Commercial Crops (HVCC), Mr. Pedro
Ocampo of the Livestock Development
Council (LDC), and Dr. Westly Rosario of
the National Fisheries Research and
Development Institute (NFRDI).

Highlighting the event are paper
presentations of invited resource persons
from the public and private sectors to
provide inputs and directions in drafting and
updating of the R&D agenda and programs.
They were: Dr. Emil Javier of the National
Academy of Science and Technology
(NAST) who presented “Philippine
Agriculture 2020”; Mr. Victorio Amante of
the National Agribusiness Development

ICRISAT..from page 4

The second topic of Dr.
Sharma on public and private
partnership was also beneficial for
the Bureau, being the agency that
coordinates and strengthens R&D in
agriculture and fisheries in the
country and formulates integrated
RDE agenda and programs for both

the national and regional levels.
Strategic alliances, whether among the
agency’s own sector or the private
sector, play a crucial part in the RDE
continuum.

ICRISAT, like BAR, operates
through networking and institutional
linkages. For it to operate, it must forge
bond among institutions working in

or 20062010
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Center Foundation, Inc. who discussed
“Private Sector Perspective on Agriculture
and Fisheries R&D for the Next Five
Years”; and Dr. Roberto Ranola, Jr. of the
University of the Philippines Los Banos
(UPLB) who lectured on “Major Socio-
economic Issues Facing Agriculture and
Fisheries R&D in the Next Five Years and
Beyond: A Perspective”.

The workshop outputs presented
were consolidated and will become the
basis for updating agenda and programs.

Prior to this national
consultation, BAR conducted regional
consultations and came up with the
Regional RDE Prioritization, a
compilation of immediate RDE needs of
the sectors classified by commodity and
by region. (Rita T. dela Cruz)

R&D and use this tie to make the
relationship work effectively for both
ends. Through networking and
alliances, the R&D community learns
to work together and function as one.
Governed by this principle,
the structure is able to work smoothly
through the leadership of a
coordinating body. This prevents
duplication of efforts and waste of
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