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Rubber production to expand;

Training of trainers is first step
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Participants of the rubber production and management training pose for a group photo; with them is Dr.
Lorna G. Valdez (lefi, first row), USM professor and one of the resource speakers during the training.

T he Bureau of Agricultural
Research (BAR) and the
Philippine Rubber Board, Inc.
(PRBI) in coordination with the
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI)
conducted a “National Training of
Trainers on Rubber Production and
Management,”13-23 June 2006, DA-
ATI XII Satellite Center, University of

Southern Mindanao, Kabacan, Cotabato.

The training is in line with the
government’s effort to expand the area
for rubber production and the
development of the rubber industry.
Currently, there is an urgent need for
manpower support and the expansion of
rubber plantation outside of Mindanao.

According to Dr. Eugenio A.
Alcala, executive director of PRBI, the
key is to train more people in rubber
production and management who in turn
will share their knowledge to other rubber
farmers and hopefully encourage them to
increase the production. This is the only
way the country can keep up with other
rubber producing countries like India,
China, and Thailand. The Philippines has
a long way to go, but it can be started now
since there is a growing interest and
demand for rubber in the global market.

Specifically, the national training
expects the participants to be more
knowledgeable on rubber and the industry,

see Rubber production...page 8

Malaysian
shares expertise
at BAR seminar

T he Bureau of Agricultural
Research, through the
Management Information
Systems Division conducted a seminar
on “Rubber Production and
Management” at the Research and
Development Management Information
Center Lobby, 9 June 2006.

The seminar is one of the
activities the Bureau has been
undertaking to promote the production
and development of the Philippine
rubber industry.

Mr. Tajuddin Ismail, a
Malaysian expert on rubber production
and utilization, was the seminar’s
resource person. He lectured on
“Planting Material Production and
Nursery Practices™ and “Increasing
Rubber Productivity through
Appropriate Stimulation Techniques™.

He is currently the director in
Marketing and Business Development
of Greenyield Malaysia. He is also
rubber consultant to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, and has done consultancy

see Malaysian...page 4
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Pampanga farmers’ capability on
community development enhanced

Farmer-participants gather for their sowvenir photo during the training on NTCP.

‘ ake it responsive and
participative” was the
remark of Ms. Zenaida

Gerochi, branch manager of MDC

ComVal Foundation, Inc. during the

recent farmers’ training on the

National Technology

Commercialization Program (NTCP)

mplementation on 19-23 June 2006

t the MDC ComVal Farmer’s

raining Center in Sta. Rita,
ampanga.
The training was conducted

o enhance the farmer’s capability on

ommunity development which

cluded community mobilization
rr1d organization, enterprise
evelopment and management,
ommunity planning, and
rogramming and the utilization of
ommunity-based strategies and
pproaches like participation,
ollaboration, networking, and
inkage.

The participants were

armer-leaders from the province of
ampanga who signified their full
upport in the implementation of the
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NTCP in the area. More specifically, they
want to commercialize their agricultural
products particularly the pesticide-free and
organically grown lowland vegetables
such as string beans, leafy vegetables,
tomatoes, eggplants, and rice.

The technical experts included
Dr. Marlowe U. Aquino, head of the
Technology Commercialization Unit
(TCU) of BAR and Dr. Liza G. Battad of
the Philippine Carabao Center (PCC).
They shared their experiences in
community development, livelihood and
enterprise development, program planning
and programming. The resource persons
are part of the technical experts of the
NTCP for regional coordination,
management, and implementation.

The training included modules or
simplified and practical tools for
technology commercialization at the local
level including marketing. The lectures
were supported by field immersion and
exercises that enhanced the capabilities of
the farmers. A follow-up training will be
conducted on other fields for better
implementation. (Marlowe U. Aquino.
Ph.D.)



National scientist launches book on rice

D Gelia T Castiltlo, the author

ational scientist and outstanding
rural sociologist, Dr. Gelia T.
Castillo, launched her book,

“Rice in our Life: A Review of Philippine

Studies ", at the North Wing of Marilen
Graerlan Conservatory, LS Main
Building, De La Salle University
(DLSU), Taft Ave., Manila on 27 June
2006.

The Philippine Rice Institute
(PhilRice) co-published the book with
the DLSU-Angelo King Institute (AKI)
for Economic and Business Studies
which sponsored its launching. The
book critically analyzes the importance
and influence of rice in Philippine
culture, economy, society, and polity
and the changing landscape of rice
farming and rice farmer households
during the last three decades.

According to Dr. Ponciano S.
Intal Jr., professor of economics and
concurrent executive director of DLSU-
AKI, the book gives inspiration and is a
major reference not only to social
scientists and development specialists
but also to policymakers, and civic and
business leaders. The book is valuable,
he says, for raising awareness and
formulating policies that will promote
the interests of the farmers and the

entire nation toward its staple
commodity that is rice.

Dr. Castillo is recognized both
locally and internationally as a rural
sociologist for her commendable
achievements in agricultural research
and development evaluation and impact
assessment. Her publications are highly
praised for influencing agricultural and
rural development in the country.
Among the most acclaimed is her book,
“All in a Grain of Rice”, which the
National Academy of Science and
Technology (NAST) recognizes as the
first book written by a Filipino about
the Filipino farmer’s response to new
technology. “Beyond Manila ", a book
she also authored was cited as an “in-
depth and analytical study of the actual
problems and needs of the rural areas in
relation to countryside development™. In
1999, she was conferred the national
scientist award in the field of social
science, one of the eight women out of
29 national scientists honored by NAST
from 1978-2005. (Miko Jazmine J.

Mojica)

ponsored by the Bureau of
S Agricultural Research (BAR),

a training-workshop on R&D
news and features writing for the
National Research and Development
System for Agriculture and Fisheries
(NaRDSAF) for the Luzon group was
held at the Benguet State University
(BSU), La Trinidad, Benguet, 13-15
June 2006.

Spearheaded by the Applied
Communication Section (ACS) of
BAR’s Management Information
Systems Division, the training was
attended by 29 participants composed
of researchers and information
officers from government agriculture
R&D institutions from CAR and

Luzon group trained on effective journalism

Regions 1 to 5. Ms. Julia Lapitan,

ACS head, organized the training and
tapped Mr. Rodolfo Fernandez
(reporter, Philippine Star), Mr. Delfin
Laforteza (freelance photographer),
and Mr. Philip Daffon (producer, Mag-
agri Tayo at NBN 4) as resource
speakers.

Mr. Fernandez served as the
main facilitator of the training. He
lectured on the fundamentals of R&D
news and feature writing: clear and
effective writing; and editing/
sharpening the written news. “My very
good friends, Maximo Soliven
(Philippine Star publisher) and Julie
Yap Daza (well-known writer and
television host), are some of the

respected journalists who have worked
their ways well in effective journalism.
You should learn from their craft,”
advised Fernandez. He also
emphasized that maintaining a
favorable relationship with the media
works to the advantage of the
institutions.

Mr. Laforteza, on the other
hand, captivated the participants, who
are mostly beginners in the field of
photography, through his lecture on
basic photography. He gave practical
techniques appropriate for shooting/
documenting R&D-related subjects and
some useful tips on improving the
layout of a publication to get across the

see Luzon group...page 5
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